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Editorials
'Let the people know the/acts
and the country wQlbe scvoedT

« Abraham lincoln

Abuse or science?
A30-mlnute video documentaiy hasJust been released

that could cause severe embarrassment — or worse
— to the Kins^ Institute, which ts tiying to resurrect

Its reputation as a sdrlotis research unit
The Institute, tnsed at Indiana UniversityIn Bloomln^n.

Is emerigtng after seven years of Intramural tunnon with
restored state funding of 3500.000 a year and a nev» director.
British psychologist John H.J.Bancroft

The last thing the institute needs is another concerted
attack on the methodolw and conclusions of AlTred Klnoey^
studies oThtnnan sexuality. But the video IsJust that It Is a
po^ant and deeply disturbing piodacUon oT the Family

Research Council, a conservative
oiganlzatlon whose studies are fre
quently dted by politicians advo
cating a return to traditional family
values.

GIvm Its subject and the in
creasing political Involvement of
conservative religiousgroups, the
video could become a major talking
point of the presidential campaign.

Entitled The Children of Tbble 34. the video concentrates
on a chapter in Klnsey's Sexual Behavior In the Himtan Male
dealing wub child sexuality.

In four different tables, the book details data on the
response of children to sexual stimulation while under obsero
vatlon adults, some of whom-used a stopwatch to time
orgasms. ♦ •

Tatile 34 gives examples of multipleorgasms in pre*
adolescent males from 5 months old to 14years.

Klns^ acknowledged that the data weiegathered In part

The video attacks
the methodology
and conclusions of
Kinse/s studies of
human sexuality.

by pedophiles who put diaries or other recordsat his disposal.

The video asks a numtier of probing questions, among
them: Who were the chfklrrn? How were th^ procured? How
did the Institute validate the accuracy of the data submitted
to It? Was there any foUow-up on the possible harm suffered
by the children? Where are the children oflWe 34 tods^

Similar questions were esked.ln a book by Dr. Judith A.
Relsman. etaL Kinsey, SexandFtaud, published In 1990.
Relsman ts one ofseveral research scientists featured In the
video. She was the first to hi^lght the data on children and
her challenges to Klnsey's body of published work date back
to 1981.

The video, however, focuses on the Infants and children
who were the subjects.of Klnsey's Table 34 and the profound
ly troublingImplication that some of them were abused (n the
name of science.

Paul Gebhai^. a former director of the Institute, in 1981
noted that since experimentation with Infants and chlklren is
Illegal, the Kinsey stucfy dependedon data from parent,
nurseiy school ownersor tkichcrs. homosexual males who
had numerous sexual contacts with children, and on written
rfeports. photographs and hlms.
! In a letter to the producer and director of the Family

Research OouncU video, the current Institute director. Ban
croft said he was appalled by accusations that Klns^ had
experimented on children hlmeelf or employed researchers to
do so. The video makes no such charges.

Klnsey's pioneering research. Bancroft noted, depended on
a£ guarantee of confidentiality r^ardlng sources and an objec
tive approach that avoided moral Jud^ent or censureon the
behavior he encountered^ ' * " •

The famifycouncil is concerned not only with Klns^'s
work in itself but the fact that It Is the foundation of much of
itodem sex educauon ami was wldety used to validate sexual
permissiveness.
! But that is a tale for another time. For now. the public

rUatlons peopleat the Kinsey Institutehave enough to worry
.aSx^t with the vtde^-4i.*'sa?r :•.•••t: «-r.
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