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EDITORIALS

“Let the people know the facts
and the country will be saved=”
+ ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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Abuse or science?

30-minute video documentary has just been released
that could cause severe embarrassment — or woree
— o the Kinsey Institute, which is trying to resurrect
its reputation as a sérious research unit.
The Institute. based at Indiana University in Bloomington.
is emergting after seven years of intramural turmoft with
. restored state funding of 8500,000 2 year and a new director,
British psychologist John H.J. Bancroft.

The last thing the (nstitute needs is another concerted
atiack on the methodo and coriclustons of Alfred Kinsey's
studles of human s ty. But the video Is just that. Itisa
Ppolgnant and deeply disturbing production of the Family

Research Councll, a conservative

- organization whose studies are fre-
The video attacks qa'i?huy cited by politiclans advo-
the methodology  cating a return to traditional family
and conclusions of wgﬁen Its subject and the In
Kinsey's studies of ;501 nolitical tnvolvement of
human sexuality.  conservative religious groups. the
video could become a major talking
point of the presidential campalgn.

Entlitled The Chtdren of Table 34, the video concentrates
on a chapter in Kinsey's Sexual Behavlor tn the Human Male
dealing with child sexuality.

In four different tables, the book details data on the
response of children to sexual stimulation while under obser-
vation by adults, some of whom used a stopwatch to time
orgasms. - o -

Table 34 gives examples of multiple orgasms In pre-
adolescent males from 5 months old to 14 years.

Kinsey acknowledged that the data were gathered iIn part

by pedophiles who put diaries or other records at his disposal.

The video asks a number of probing questions, among
them: Who were the chfldren? How were they procured? How
did the institute validate the accuracy of the data submitted
to It? Was there any follow-up on the possible harm suffered
by the children? Where are the children of Table 34 today?

Similar questions were asked in a book by Dr. Judith A.
Relsman, et al. Kinsey, Sex and Fraud, published in 1990.
Reéisman Is one of several research scientists featured in the
video. She was the first to highlight the data on children and
he:i ;lululenges to Kinsey's body of published work date back
to 1981. : )

The video, however, focuses on the infants and children
who were the subjects.of Kinsey's Table 34 and the profound-
ly troubling implication that gome of them were abused in the
name of science.

Paul Gebhard, a former director of the institute, in 1981
noted that since experimentation with infants and children Is
illegal, the Kinsey study depended on data from parents.
nursery school owners or teachers, homosexual males who
had numerous sexual contacts with children. and on written

reports. photographs and fNlims. ;

+ In aletter to the producer and director of the Family
Research Council video, the current institute director. Ban-
croft, sald he was appalled by accusations that Kinsey had
experimented on children himeelf or employed researchers to
do so. The video makes no such charges.

: Kinsey's ploneering research, Bancroft noted. depended on
2 guarantee of confidentiality regarding sources and an objec-

tive approach that aveided moral judgment or censure on the
behavior he encountered. * c

" The family councll {s conterned not only with Kinsey's
work in itself but the fact that it is the foundatian of much of
modern sex education and was widely used to validate sexual
permissiveness.

l’:!l Bdnt thatis l‘ ml:li"or another time. For now, the public
atlons people at the Kinsey Institute have enough to worty
ﬁ)tru{ with the ﬂ@ra:-"}‘@r Tt 4
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